Church History |

The Early Church to the Dawn of
the Reformation (100-1400 AD)

Time: Tuesday 8:00 PM — 10:00PM
Venue: Bangsar Lutheran Church,

23, Jalan Abdullah off Jalan Bangsar, 59000
Kuala Lumpur (http://blc.net.my)

Course Instructors:
Rev. Sivin Kit

Rev. Wolfgang Greninger = s

Course Description:

This course is intended to introduce you to the Early/Medieval Church from 100-1400 AD.
The course will give a general introduction to the social, political, and religious milieu during the
formative years of the Early Church and their Christian communities and pursue this development till
the medieval times in both the East and the West. The rise of Christianity challenged state
structure. The course will investigate the relationship between Church and state before and after
the Christianization of the Empire. This includes the study of persecution, heretical tendencies and
sects, councils and the development of ecclesial structure. During this period, the early church also
witnessed the formulation of its basic theological beliefs. These beliefs will be examined through
the study of early Church texts and their writers. Examples of these writers are Origen, Athanasius,
Ephrem the Syrian, Ambrose of Milan, and Augustine. We will also read mystical and theological
texts by medieval western writers such as Bonaventure, and Anselm of Canterbury. These events,
ideas, and figures were shaped by the Church’s study and interpretation of scripture. Therefore, the
topic of early Biblical interpretation will be examined.

The course will view Christianity from an ecumenical and global perspective and examine
Christianity beyond the frontier of the Roman Empire.

The objective of this course is to introduce students to the Early and Medieval Church and the major
figures and dogmas of the period. This introduction will be accomplished through the close reading
and analysis of primary texts. The course aims to introduce primary Christian writings that stimulate
the mind of a thoughtful reader and develops a curiosity for more readings. These readings should
inspire your imagination, stimulate more questions, and encourage freedom of thought.



Course Objective:

e Primary objective to survey major events, theological trends, institutions, and movements in
the church from 100-1400 AD.

e For advanced and interested students: develop the faculty of reading and analyzing primary
texts.

Required Texts:
One of the following:

Hill, Jonathan. Zondervan Handbook to the History of Christianity. City: Zondervan Publishing
Company, 2007

Marty, Martin. A Short History of Christianity. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1987.

Olson, Roger. The Story of Christian Theology. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1999.

Shelley, Bruce. Church History in Plain Language. Dallas: Word Pub, 1995.

History of the World Christian Movement (additional resources for the study of World Christianity)

http://www.hwcmweb.org/

It is a companion website to the History of the World Christian Movement. You will
find helpful timeline, glossary, and maps. You will also find additional primary texts for those
interested to learn more about the church in its formative years.

Recommended Texts:

Gonzalez, Justo L. The Story of Christianity, V 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation.
San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1984. [ISBN 0-06-063315-8]

Irvin, Dale T., and Scott W. Sunquist. History of the world Christian movement. Vol 1; Earliest
Christianity to 1453. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2003. [ISBN: 1-57075-396-2].

These texts include valuable bibliography that might help you to further your study of Church
history.

Course Requirement:

1. Anassignment of 1500 — 2000 words
2. Short essay of 1000 words.


http://www.hwcmweb.org/

Course Schedule and Outline

March 25 - Course Introduction, , The Church in Jerusalem and Mission to the Gentiles
April 1 —Conflicts with the State and Persecution in the 2™ Century

April 8 —The Defense and the Deposit of the Faith

April 15— The Teachers of the Church and Persecution in the 3™ Century

April 22 — Christian life, The Great Persecution and the Final Victory.

April 29 — Constantine, and Official theology: Eusebius of Caesarea

May 6 — The Monastic Reaction and The Schismatic Reaction: Donatism

May 13 — The Arian Controversy and the Council of Nicea, The Pagan Reaction: Julian the
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Apostate
9. May 20 -- Athansius of Alexandria, The Great Cappadocians, Ambrose of Milan,
10. May 27 —John Chrysostom, Jerome and Augustine of Hippo, The end of an Era,
11. June 3 —the new order, Eastern Christianity, Imperial Restoration and Continuing Decay
12. June 10 — Movements of Renewal and the Offense against Islam
13. June 17 The Golden Age of Medieval Christianity and Collapse
14. June 24 - In quest of Reformation, Renaissance and Humanism
15. July 1 - The beginnings of Colonial Christianity

Class Format, Attendance and Participation:

Students are required to attend and participate in all lectures. The class will begin with a
short introduction to the topic followed by class discussion of the assigned primary and secondary
texts. The class format requires all students to read the assigned readings and be prepared for class
discussion. Class discussion will include answering questions and highlighting the main points in
secondary readings. Primary texts will be carefully analyzed since these texts are our primary
window to the world of the Early/Medieval Church. Coming prepared to class is crucial for the
success of your learning experience. Be prepared to be called on to participate in class discussion.
Class discussions are a means to train students to read and analyze church texts on the historical and
theological level.
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LBTI MODULE ENROLMENT FORM

COURSE / Name of the MODULE:

Lecturer: Commencement Date:

PARTICIPANT’S DETAILS

Name 1/C Number:

Sex:
[1 Male
[1 Female

Correspondence / Contact

Address:

Office Tel: Home Tel: Mobile / Fax Tel:

Email Address:

Course Fees — 3 credit hours

[0 Registration fees (if you are registering for the first time to LBTI) 10.00

[0 Course Fees (Credit) 260.00

[0 Course Fees (Audit) 130.00
Please tick the appropriate box Total RM

Applicant's Signature
Date

Y All payments should be made payable to “Lutheran Church in Malaysia & Singapore”
and crossed “A/C Payee Only"
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